Ward 7 Trustee Minutes


Ward 17 Forum

October 13, 2015 – Crestview School

Minutes

IN ATTENDANCE:

	Ken Lister, Trustee

Principal Marie-Therese Haddad,  Principal Crestview School 

Superintendent, Tracy Hayhurst  

Superintendent Beth Veale


	Paula Markus, Program Co-ordinator, ESL/ELD 

Stefan Pasztor, ESL Program Officer, Continuing and International Education

Trixie Doyle, PIAC Chair

John Zhang,  Translator

Andrée Shore, Shared Services Liaison (Minutes)


1. Welcome and Introductions

                                        
Ken Lister, Trustee
Ken welcomed the group to the first Ward Forum of the 2015 – 2016 School Year. 

He introduced the new Superintendent for ER 15, Tracy Hayhurst. Crestview School is in ER 18 and the Superintendent for ER 18, Beth Veale will also be joining us. Ken also introduced our host, the Principal of Crestview School, Marie-Therese Haddad, and the guests to be presenting tonight, Paula Markus and Stefan Pastor as well as the Translator support representative, John Zhang.

2. ESL/ELD Programs and Services  in TDSB                    Paula Markus and Stefan Pasztor
Paula Marcus

Paula presented an overview of the TDSB English as a Second Language (ESL) and English Literacy Development (ELD) programs available in the primary and secondary schools. 

ESL programs help students who can read and write in their first language when they arrive in Canada, but have limited knowledge of English to be able to participate fully in the curriculum and in school life with their English-speaking classmates. 

ELD programs support students who arrive in Ontario schools with limited prior access to formal education. They help these students develop literacy skills in English and to gain academic knowledge in various subject areas such as mathematics and social studies.

LEAP (Literacy Enrichment Academic Program) is for students with limited prior formal education, from Grades 4 and up.

Her presentation is attached to these minutes. (See below) 

Stefan Pasztor

Stefan presented the Adult ESL Programs and services available through TDSB Continuing and International Education. These programs provide newcomers with the language and settlement knowledge they need to succeed and contribute to Canadian society. These Programs help learners meet goals of general language acquisition, employment, and preparation for post-secondary education and training.

In addition to describing the programs, Stefan made location and registration information available within the printed copies of his presentation and the TDSB ESL brochure

His presentation is attached to these minutes. (See below)  

3. Introduction to Crestview                                                     Principal Marie-Therese Haddad 
Marie-Therese provided a rich and interesting description of Crestview School and its student population. Connecting to the ESL talks she mentioned that most of the Crestview students live near Bayview and Sheppard and Leslie and Sheppard and are bussed and given their language experience, ESL support is essential. Crestview teachers are embracing the needs of our new population as most of the children at Crestview are not born in Canada. Mandarin, Arabic and Farsi are the three predominant languages. 

By grade three they are transitioning well to other mainstream programs. There are a number of ESL supports available to students and parents.  Teachers are equipped to work with ESL services and a Settlement Worker is present once a week to offer information to parents.

Crestview is a highly rated school with an active Parent / Child council that helps the school to try to stay connected with the needs of the families. 

4. Trustee Update                                                                                                       Ken Lister, Trustee
Hall Panel

Former mayor Barbara hall has written a report on TDSB based on the results of a consultation period that ended last June. Recommendations have been made to the Minister but outcomes are not yet published.

TDSB Integrity Officer

We have been working to develop an Integrity Officer position from Concept through to mandate, job description, capabilities and processes. We benefited from consultation with the former integrity officer of city of Toronto Ms. Janet Lieper and are pleased to say the job has been posted.  

Strike Actions

Ken provided an update on the status of two strike actions in progress which have continued to put pressure on principals to manage delivery of the programs in the uncertain environment. We look forward to the completion of the agreement by the Unions, Government and School Boards.

Sex Ed Curriculum (part of the new Health and Phys Ed curriculum)

In the September and October schedule of the curriculum there are few changes. These changes are later in the school year. At present attendance at these classes is approximately 98%

Repair Backlog

The Schools’ Repair backlog will reach $3.6 billion soon. Ken has calculated that it increases by $1.4 million per day. Ken’s TDSB site show a live counter which was developed as a way to draw attention to the problem and influence the  government to address it. Ken is working with Fix our Schools grass roots parents’ organization and also trying to present issues through the media.

The challenge is that the Education Development Charges are a source of funding for new schools but not for use for maintenance of old schools. Accessing these funds for repair is  the primary request Trustees have of the government. As well, we are asking for a Plan publishing the approach and schedule of repairs that progressively reduces the backlog. Ken has met with Michael Coteau our MPP on this matter. 

Possible School Changes

The Ward 17 long term plan has been published and it includes action plans to address the fact that 10 of the 33 schools in the ward are under the two thirds capacity mark, and are some are well over capacity.  The plan to eliminate the junior high model from our schools (7,8,and 9 in one school) has been underway for a number of years in order to address this overcapacity and under capacity, and to make high school offerings consistent across the Ward. These proposed changes will be affecting Junior High schools north of the 401. Public consultations will occur on Oct 26 (Pleasantview) and Oct 27. (Woodbine).  

Ward Forum Schedule 

The Ward Forum schedule has been published and the posters will be published at the schools and libraries. 

November 16, 2015 at Don Mills C.I

January 18, 2016 at Donview M.S

February 23, 2016 at Shaughnessy P.S 

March 24, 2016 Victoria Park C.I

April 18, 2016 at Seneca Hill P.S

May 16, 2016 at Broadlands P.S.
Early French Immersion Enrollment 

Information evenings which will be scheduled at French Immersion schools across the system. A list of information evenings with dates, times and locations will be posted on www.tdsb.on.ca by the end of October 2015.

Questions for Trustee Lister


 
                          Ken Lister, Trustee

A dialogue occurred with the attendees during Trustee Lister’s Update and he will look into all questions. In particular, parents discussed potential changes to our schools and Ken promised to bring details to the Public Consultation Meetings and invited all to email ideas, thoughts or concerns to him at  ken.lister@tdsb.on.ca
5. PIAC Update                  Ken Lister for Trixie Doyle, PIAC Chair, Donview, Three Valleys
While PIAC Chair Trixie Doyle was not able to attend due to a scheduling conflict she provided an update for Ken to communicate.

The 9th Annual PIAC Parent Conference will take place on Saturday, November 14th at Earl Haig Secondary School from 8:30am – 3:30pm. This is a free event for all TDSB parents and will include workshops on topics such as understanding report cards, specialized programs, school council support, STEM, and much more. A free lunch is provided for all participants. Childminding and bussing are free for parents who register online. More information should be sent to all schools this week or you can visit www.tdsb.on.ca/parentconference to learn more and register online. If any parents ever have any questions about PIAC they are welcome to email Trixie directly. 


Meeting was adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Thank you to all the parents, students and staff members who came.  Your time and commitment to improving our community communication is greatly appreciated.

A special thank you to our guest speakers and to Principal Marie-Therese Haddad for hosting the meeting.   


Trustee Ken Lister
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